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The Hispanic Faculty/Staff 
Association held a ceremony 
honoring Cesar Chavez in 
front of his statue on the West 
Mall Thursday afternoon.
The ceremony, held on 
Cesar Chavez Day, opened 
with a brief message about his 
legacy, followed by a playing 
of the song “De colores” from 
the tower bells. In closing, red 
carnations were distributed 
to those in attendance, who 
placed the flowers at the base of 
the statue.
Chavez is known as a social 
justice activist who fought for 
the rights of farm laborers and 
minorities. He and his follow-
ers used nonviolent means 
such as boycotts, marches and 
hunger strikes to advance their 
cause and pave the way for 
farmers to unionize. Chavez, 
who was born in Arizona to 
Mexican immigrant parents, 
died in 1993. 
HFSA staff co-chair Cindy 
Cruz said the ceremony held 
special significance to her be-
cause of ties to her own family.
“To me, it speaks volumes 
because my grandparents were 
migrant farm workers and my 
dad was a farm laborer, so I 
thought it was very important 
for HFSA to recognize our 
From 2003 to 2013, the gap 
in graduation rates between 
white and minority students 
has widened, according to a re-
port from the Education Trust. 
Using data drawn from the 
National Center for Educa-
tion Statistics, the report found 
six-year graduation rates for 
underrepresented students, 
which the report defined as 
black, African-American and 
Native students had risen from 
65.8 percent to 69.6 percent 
from 2003 to 2013. However, 
the graduation rates of white 
students at UT had risen from 
74.3 percent to 83.1 percent, 
five percent more than their 
minority peers — during the 
same timespan.
“Both policymakers and 
institutional leaders must pay 
more attention to who ben-
efits from the increased focus 
on completion,” the Education 
Trust report said.  “Our data 
make it clear that overall insti-
tutional improvement doesn’t 
always translate into gains for 
underrepresented students 
that match those for white 
students — much less close 
long-standing gaps.” 
Amber Magee, Student 
Government administrative 
director and former director 
of the diversity and inclusion 
agency, said underrepresented 
students tend to graduate at 
lower rates because they aren’t 
targeted for academic opportu-
nities at a young age that help 
them develop the skills they 
need to get into UT.
“You have to recognize that 
students aren’t starting out on 
the same field,” said Magee, 
health and society and public 
health senior. “Regardless of 
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Secretary of De-
fense Ash Carter vis-
ited UT Thursday and 
engaged in a discussion 
with students about the 
United States’ current 
security situation.
During the event, which 
was hosted by the Clem-
ents Center for National 
Security and the Robert 
Strauss Center for In-
ternational Security and 
Law, Carter focused on 
different careers in secu-
rity and how students to-
day can help protect the 
nation’s security.
“When you see the kind 
of attacks that [Islamic 
State of Iraq and the Le-
vant] carried out in Brus-
sels you may ask yourself 
what can you do?” Carter 
said. “I hope you ask 
yourself what can you do. 
How can you make a dif-
ference? How can you be 
part of something bigger 
than yourself? It’s a world 
of opportunities.”
Carter talked about 
opportunities, such as 
the Defense Digital Ser-
vice, for students who 
are not going into the 
military, but still want to 
President Gregory Fenves 
announced Wednesday 
that the University plans to 
update its institutional dis-
ciplinary rules to expedite 
investigations into cases 
of violence.
Fenves issued a statement 
saying immediate change 
was needed, a day after The 
Daily Texan reported on a ra-
cially-motivated assault that 
occurred in February. 
The University hasn’t 
reached a resolution more 
than a month after the vic-
tim reported to the Dean of 
Students. Fenves said the dean 
had already been reviewing 
the current institutional dis-
ciplinary policies for several 
months and that the attack 
highlighted an immediate 
need to bring change. 
“It became apparent that 
when a student is accused 
of a violent act, that we need 
to work more expeditiously 
after this recent unfortu-
nate, disturbing incident 
took place in February,” 
Fenves said.
Fenves said the University 
is working on shortening the 
timeline of investigations — 
while still ensuring due pro-
cess for the accused — and 
giving the dean the discretion 
to impose interim suspen-
sions on accused students.
“We need the tools to do 
an interim suspension of the 
student until there’s a resolu-
tion of the case,” Fenves said. 
“That’s a very important part 
Helgren, Kim take executive alliance nail-biter
By Rachel Lew @rachelannlew
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the income level or the high 
school life, a white student at 
UT is going to have more ac-
cess to resources and opportu-
nities than a black student.” 
David Laude, senior vice 
provost for enrollment and 
curriculum management, 
views graduation rates through 
another lens: economic fac-
tors. Laude oversees the Uni-
versity Leadership Network 
and TIP scholars, which use 
income, family educational 
background and other fac-
tors to determine which stu-
dents need academic support 
the most. 
“It wasn’t about ethnicity,” 
Laude said. “It wasn’t about 
gender. It was about class. 
People who are raised affluent 
are more likely to be able to 
survive college because 
they don’t have to deal with 
economic issues and they 
feel more comfortable in 
that environment.” 
When asked about the 
graduation rate gap between 
minority students and white 
students, Laude said he wants 
to see graduation rates increase 
“across all arenas,” no matter 
what the background of the 
student is. 
“When people ask me about 
four-year graduation rates, 
I’m going to do it one student 
at a time,” Laude said. “I don’t 
care if it’s an affluent student 
who suffers from depres-
sion or if it’s an economically 
disadvantaged student who 
needs to work a 20-hour job. 
I want both of those students 
to graduate.” 
Laude said four-year gradu-
ation rates have improved at 
UT and he’s optimistic UT can 
reach a 70 percent graduation 
rate across the board. Accord-
ing to the provost’s office, the 
four-year graduation rate rose 
2.6 percent to 57.7 percent 
in 2014.
Clinical education professor 
Beth Bukoski said she believes 
the university’s initiatives are 
making progress in helping 
more students graduate, but 
cautioned that race-neutral 
policies tend to benefit al-
ready advantaged students 
over others.  
“What often happens with 
racially neutral policies is that 
the main beneficiaries tend 
to be white people,” Bukoski 
said. “I really hope to a point 
where that gap is reduced or 
completely gotten rid of, but 
the fact is that race and in-
come are part of the fabric of 
American existence.”
heritage and culture,” 
Cruz said.
The HFSA officers also dis-
tributed informational flyers 
about the life and legacy of 
Chavez to students passing by 
the statue. The flyer described 
Chavez as “a unique example 
to live our lives by.” One of the 
flyer recipients, history and 
government junior Jennifer 
Mendez, said she appreciated 
HFSA’s efforts to educate peo-
ple about Chavez.
“I think they were able to be 
really informational with the 
flyers they handed out with-
out being too pushy about 
the topic,” Mendez said. “I 
think it was very positive and 
beneficial overall.”
HFSA staff co-chair elect 
Jay Guevara said educating 
the public about figures such 
as Chavez is important to the 
progress of our nation. 
“Every UT student should 
know about [civil rights leaders] 
because they are part of Ameri-
can history and they’ve molded 
and shaped what we are today,” 
Guevara said. “This is a way to 
make sure that...every time we 
try to take a step forward, we 
don’t want to take two steps back 
because people forget [the past].”
Guevara said the main take-
away from Chavez’s life is to 
stand up for what is right, even 
if it seems difficult.
“You should fight against the 
wrongs in the world right now, 
but be reminded that you have 
to work at it because it’s an up-
hill battle,” Guevara said.
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Kevin Helgren and Binna 
Kim  won the Student Gov-
ernment executive alliance 
race Thursday with 51.03 
percent of the vote in a run-
off election against candi-
dates Kallen Dimitroff and 
Jesse Guadiana.
Helgren and Kim’s cam-
paign platform was cen-
tered around the theme 
“Share Your Story,” which 
the candidates describe as 
a movement to encourage 
students to express their 
personal background and 
experiences. Their plat-
form included points such 
as creating a mental health 
week to address the stigma 
surrounding mental ill-
ness and starting a national 
conversation regarding the 
problem of sexual assault on 
college campuses.
“I’m really happy,” Hel-
gren said. “We have a lot 
of work ahead of us, and 
we’re excited.”
The runoff election was 
the third and final executive 
alliance race this year and 
generated greater voter turn-
out than last week’s regular 
election — 6,836 votes com-
pared to 6,667.
Emily Puig, advertising 
senior and a member of the 
Dimitroff-Guadiana cam-
paign’s outreach team, said 
despite the results the team is 
happy with the effort shown 
throughout the campaign.
“While it is disappoint-
ing, I’m still so proud of 
our team, especially Kallen 
and Jesse. We made huge 
strides during this runoff 
and it’s because our we all 
really believed in what we 
were fighting for.”
Helgren said he and Kim 
want to begin their term in 
office by speaking with the 
SG assembly about this year’s 
six week executive alliance 
election process.
“I think something that 
Binna and I recognized in 
light of the prolonging of 
the executive alliance race, is 
that all the U-wide and first-
year reps were swept under 
the rug with all the drama,” 
Helgren said. “At the begin-
ning of next week, we want 
to have ‘real talk’ with the as-
sembly. We want to have all 
the assembly members in a 
room, and we want to take all 
the conversation about the 
tarnished election process, 
get our feelings out, and then 
box those feelings up and 
push it behind us so we can 
move forward from here.”
During the campaign pro-
cess, Helgren and Kim main-
tained an active presence on 
social media by encouraging 
supporters to use a cam-
paign overlay on their Face-
book profile pictures and 
“share their story” through 
their captions.
Kim said she and Helgren 
did not run for student body 
president and vice-president 
just to campaign.
“Having the campaign 
over is a relief, but the first 
day of our job is the reason 
we decided to run from the 
beginning,” Kim said. “Hav-
ing our eye on the prize 
wasn’t the win, but the work.”
Helgren said he and Kim 
will schedule a meeting 
with President Fenves and 
spend the summer estab-
lishing relationships with 
UT administration.
“We hope to work on 
many platform points dur-
ing the summer to make sure 
we’re fulfilling our promises 
to the student body,” Helgren 
said. “We want to nourish 
the relationships necessary 
to make change happen.”
Garrett Mireles, advertis-
ing freshman and public re-
lations coordinator for the 
Helgren-Kim campaign, said 
he is pleased about the sus-
tained voter turnout in this 
year’s election.
“I think it’s important to 
recognize the hard work of 
both teams,” Mireles said. “I 
was happy to see voter turn-
out increase and sustain it-
self through the re-vote and 
the run-off, even if it was less 
than the original vote. I was 
happy people exercised their 
right to vote.”
of the policy.”
Cody Young, the victim of 
the racially-motivated attack, 
said he wanted to wait before 
commenting on the proposed 
policy change.
Political communications 
senior Veronica Rivera said 
if the changes are successfully 
implemented, it would be a 
step in the right direction, but 
she wishes the University had 
acted proactively rather than 
in reaction to Young’s assault. 
Christle Nwora, director of 
Operations of Afrikan Ameri-
can Affairs in the Multicultur-
al Engagement Center, said it 
was a wise decision to give the 
dean the discretion to enact 
suspensions while investiga-
tions are ensuing.
“It’s strange that previously 
the university was keeping 
someone that was violent in 
the same space, and the de-
cision to give the dean the 
power is backing it up with 
tangible action,” humanities 
senior Nwora said.
The University said the office 
is hoping to implement the new 
policies as soon as possible, and 
it could be within days or weeks. 
Fenves said he had already given 
the chancellor and executive vice 
chancellor an outline 
of intent.
The new updated policies 
do not include instances 
of insensitive speech, but 
University spokesperson 
Gary Susswein said it plans 
to review all allegations of 
rule violations, including 
those of non-violent acts 
of discrimination.
Ryan Miller, Campus Cli-
mate Response team direc-
tor, said students can report 
cases of bias to his team, 
which seeks to improve 
the campus environment, 
support students and co-
ordinate responses across 
the University. 
“From CCRT’s perspec-
tive, we know that all these 
incidents, whether they violate 
policy or not, have a detrimen-
tal effect on whether or not stu-
dents feel included on campus,” 
Miller said.
Fenves condemned the at-
tack and expressed sympa-
thy for victims of violence at 
the University.
“We want to do the best we 
can so that victims know that 
the University is committed to 
the enforcement of policies and 
the rules,” Fenves said. “And if 
those are broken, we will take 
quick actions following due 
process to make this a safer 
place for the victim and for all 
our students.”
try to take a step forward, we 
don’t want to take two steps back 
because people forget [the past].”
Guevara said the main take-
away from Chavez’s life is to 
stand up for what is right, even 
if it seems difficult.
“You should fight against the 
wrongs in the world right now, 
but be reminded that you have 
to work at it because it’s an up-
hill battle,” Guevara said.
Teaching children to ig-
nore skin color is danger-
ous and counterproduc-
tive, according to a UT 
professor’s study.
Education professor 
Marie-Anne Suizzo per-
formed a study on color-
blind socialization, or the 
practice of raising children 
to ignore and avoid discus-
sions of skin color.
“White children are of-
ten taught that all skin col-
ors are equal and should 
therefore be ignored,” 
Suizzo wrote in an op-ed 
for the Washington Post. 
“If a child brings it up, you 
must quickly silence them 
and explain that mention-
ing someone’s skin color is 
rude, and even racist.” 
Suizzo found there was a 
gap in how white and Af-
rican-American mothers 
discussed race with their 
children. While African-
American mothers openly 
discussed positive and neg-
ative aspects of skin color, 
white mothers avoided the 
topic altogether. 
“Despite all our best 
intentions to avoid and 
mute any mention of rac-
ism, children learn about it 
from their environments,” 
Suizzo said. “In our study 
of white mothers, we found 
that moms with a higher 
percentage of non-white 
friends had children with 
more positive attitudes to-
ward African Americans.”
The study also found 
that educating children 
about racism in schools 
was effective at reduc-
ing negative views of 
other races.
Eric Tang, African and 
African diaspora studies 
professor, said practicing 
colorblindness has proven 
to be ineffective.
“Today’s colorblind 
proponents falsely argue 
that the practices which 
protect non-white racial 
groups against ongoing 
discrimination are unnec-
essary,” Tang said in an 
email. “But the truth is that 
civil rights laws never end-
ed racial inequality and vi-
olence; moreover, nobody 
in this society is truly ca-
pable of abandoning their 
racial lens and so any claim 
that one ‘never sees race’ is 
simply disingenuous.”
Government fresh-
man Shaneal Harun said 
efforts of colorblind 
socialization actually 
perpetuate inequality.
“Teaching colorblind-
ness does nothing to chal-
lenge racism because it 
encourages white children 
to ignore existing struc-
tures that provide them 
power and privilege,” Ha-
run said. “It results in a 
political discussion where 
attempts by people of color 
to bring up issues of rac-
ism are labeled as causing 
racism themselves.”
Harun said ignoring 
realities of race and skin 
color is only possible for 
certain people.
“People of color don’t get 
the luxury of colorblind-
ness,” Harun said. “We 
are constantly reminded 
of the reality of race in 
how we attempt to use our 
voices and the real risks 
of violence and inequality 
we face.”
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Professors from varying fields discussed the role of evolving technology in the humanities 
during a panel with students from various majors on Thursday evening. 
Genetic engineer-
ing, Shakespeare, quan-
tum computing and the 
meaning of truth — these 
were all discussion top-
ics last night at a panel 
hosted in Calhoun Hall by 
the Texas Undergraduate 
Research Journal.
Professors from varying 
fields sat down to discuss 
the role of technology in the 
field of humanities. Howev-
er, the conversation became 
more free-form as the night 
progressed, opening the di-
alogue to a variety of topics.
English professor John 
Rumrich launched the 
conversation by discuss-
ing the advantages of us-
ing technology to better 
understand complicated 
literary texts, specifically 
in relation to John Milton’s 
“Paradise Lost.”
“There’re things that 
books don’t do so well, and 
that they are limited by, 
particularly the poverty of 
the auditory imagination,” 
Rumrich said.
He went on to explain 
that guided audio books 
can allow readers to delve 
deeper into multiple-centu-
ry old works that were ini-
tially intended to be heard 
rather than read.
Later in the discus-
sion, philosophy professor 
Cory Juhl pointed out the 
downsides to technology 
being as widely and fre-
quently used as it is today.
“There’s so much trivi-
ality out there that’s kind 
of titillating, that one can 
be distracted from doing 
any sort of deep thinking,” 
Juhl said.
He said all of us, includ-
ing himself, can become 
easily distracted by things 
such as Facebook, which 
can keep us from meaning-
ful thoughts and actions.
Mathematics sophomore 
Karalyne Martinez said she 
attended the event because 
she saw each panelist was 
distinguished in a field she 
was interested in. 
“I didn’t realize that I 
would talk about what I’m 
actually learning about in 
my classes now to get the 
three different perspectives 
on it created some mean-
ing,” Martinez said.
Toward the end of the 
event, integrative biology 
professor Sahotra Sarkar 
discussed the concept of 
truth in relation to science 
and experimentation.
“Science deals with 
things that are not false or 
approximately true, and 
that’s why ultimately we 
think that all scientific the-
ories may get overthrown,” 
Sarkar said.
He added the truths sci-
entists deal with are very 
different than the truths 
that philosophers deal with, 
and there is rarely a one-
to-one correspondence 
in science.
Much like the professors, 
students attending the event 
also came from different 
majors and asked a variety 
of questions. After the event 
students had further oppor-
tunity to interact with the 
panelists over refreshments 
provided by TURJ.
The University of Texas re-
search project HETDEX will 
shine a light on dark energy, 
the mysterious force that might 
account for the expansion of 
the universe. 
HETDEX, which stands for 
the Hobby-Eberly Telescope 
Dark Energy Experiment, is 
the first major experiment to 
search for dark energy by mea-
suring the expansion rate of 
the universe. 
Scientists have been work-
ing on HETDEX for the 
past decade, but only since 
November have they be-
gun collecting data using the 
Hobby-Eberly Telescope. 
The Hobby-Eberly Tele-
scope, located at the McDonald 
Observatory in West Texas, is 
one of the largest optical tele-
scopes in the world. It can ob-
serve over 70 percent of the sky, 
according to UT astronomy 
professor Karl Gebhardt.
Gebhardt said that although 
several institutions share the 
telescope, UT owns over 70 
percent, which allows UT re-
searchers to spend significantly 
more time on the telescope. 
In order to enhance the 
telescope’s optical range, UT 
researchers attached 150 spec-
trographs to the telescope with 
over 34,000 optic fiber cables. 
Spectrographs are devices that 
break up light into individual 
wavelengths. They can re-
veal how far apart galaxies are 
from each other and the rate at 
which they are moving away 
from Earth. 
While other optical tele-
scopes use one big spectro-
graph, the Hobby-Eberly Tele-
scope used more cost-effective 
spectrograph replications that 
allowed researchers to start col-
lecting data sooner.  
“Normally in astronomy, 
a lot of the cost is in the en-
gineering of an instrument. 
What we did is something very 
different,” Gebhardt said. “Ul-
timately, we do a blind shot of 
the sky, go through and find 
galaxies, measure how far away 
they are, and then make a map 
of the universe.”
According to Gebhardt, the 
motivation behind this project 
stems from the fundamental 
misunderstanding of the uni-
verse, a misconception scien-
tists coin “dark energy.”
“Dark energy is not an en-
tity — it may not be dark, and 
it may not be energy, but it is 
the phrase we use to represent 
our ignorance about how the 
universe is expanding,” Geb-
hardt said. 
Greg Zeimann, a UT post-
doctoral researcher, said the 
universe is accelerating at a rate 
that cannot be explained by 
current models. 
“If the universe is a car, 
right now someone is hitting 
the gas pedal, and there is no 
law of gravity that includes a 
gas pedal. It only includes a 
brake. Something else is hit-
ting the gas pedal — that’s the 
expansion rate,” Zeimann said. 
“So, by measuring how much 
someone is hitting the gas ped-
al, you know how much dark 
energy there is.”
Understanding dark energy 
is essential to comprehend-
ing how the universe is grow-
ing, according to Niv Drory, 
a research scientist at the 
McDonald Observatory.
Drory said that if scientists 
model the expansion rate of 
the universe in an equation, the 
equation suggests a missing el-
ement, called dark energy.
“The expansion of the uni-
verse is governed by all the 
constituents in the universe 
that contribute to gravity. If 
both sides [of this equation] 
are equal, great, we explained 
the expansion rate,” Drory 
said. “If they’re not, then we’re 
missing something, which we 
deem dark energy.” 
Researchers hope that data 
collected from HETDEX will 
provide insight into how the 
universe works, according 
to Gebhardt.
“I love the fact that we’re so 
insignificant and yet we can 
still try to understand how the 
universe came to be and what 
it’s doing,” Gebhardt said. 
Marie-Anne Suizzo  
Education professor
UT administration.
“We hope to work on 
many platform points dur-
ing the summer to make sure 
we’re fulfilling our promises 
to the student body,” Helgren 
said. “We want to nourish 
the relationships necessary 
to make change happen.”
Garrett Mireles, advertis-
ing freshman and public re-
lations coordinator for the 
Helgren-Kim campaign, said 
he is pleased about the sus-
tained voter turnout in this 
year’s election.
“I think it’s important to 
recognize the hard work of 
both teams,” Mireles said. “I 
was happy to see voter turn-
out increase and sustain it-
self through the re-vote and 
the run-off, even if it was less 
than the original vote. I was 
happy people exercised their 
right to vote.”
incidents, whether they violate 
policy or not, have a detrimen-
tal effect on whether or not stu-
dents feel included on campus,” 
Miller said.
Fenves condemned the at-
tack and expressed sympa-
thy for victims of violence at 
the University.
“We want to do the best we 
can so that victims know that 
the University is committed to 
the enforcement of policies and 
the rules,” Fenves said. “And if 
those are broken, we will take 
quick actions following due 
process to make this a safer 
place for the victim and for all 
our students.”
contribute to improving 
the nation’s security.  The 
team allows individuals 
to work on specific proj-
ects or for short stints of 
time, and still have other 
career opportunities.
“As a computer engi-
neering student, finding 
opportunities to serve 
with a technical skillset 
really interests me, and 
Secretary Carter’s talk 
today helped change my 
perspective of what the 
defense industry is like 
— it’s moving to embrace 
21st century technologies 
and adopting some of the 
culture of Silicon Valley,” 
said Zeyi Lin, computer 
engineering and Plan 
II senior.
Carter spoke about 
what he considers the top 
five threats to the United 
States which include ISIL, 
Iran, North Korea, Russia 
and China. Although he 
spoke about all of them, 
Carter kept coming back 
to ISIL and the need to 
take out the group’s city 
strongholds and then fol-
low up by creating an 
effective government.
Student Government 
vice president Rohit Man-
dalapu said his main con-
cern with the goal for cit-
ies to be taken from ISIL 
are the civilians involved.
“The issue with that 
is that there are so many 
civilians and with carpet 
bombing you’re killing 
those people as well [as 
those involved in ISIL],” 
Mandalapu said.
ASTRONOMY
CAMPUS
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Editor’s Note: In the spirit of April Fool’s 
Day, all material appearing on the Opinion 
page today is satirical and meant in jest. The 
opinions expressed on this page are not meant 
to be taken literally.
Let’s make UT Great Again! Let’s do it. 
Okay? Okay! SG does not win at anything. It 
sucks! The new student body president will 
win so much, we will get tired of winning.
Now, this may sound impossible. And 
maybe it is. How, exactly, do we win so much 
that we grow tired of it? In 2005, our foot-
ball team won every single game until Vince 
Young brought home the roses. Did we get 
tired of winning then? I don’t think so.
In 2013, this University defeated Abigail 
Fisher at the Supreme Court. All we did was 
win. And did we get tired? Not yet.
This year, however, in the great and glori-
ous year 2016, winning will grow tiresome to 
us. We will win so much that it will hurt. It 
will hurt all of you. But first, we have to be-
come great again.
When, exactly, did we stop being great? 
The date that instantly comes to mind for me 
is January 22, 2014. That is the day in which a 
real Grade-A loser named Noah Horwitz first 
started penning trash for this newspaper.
But enough about that paid shill for Big 
Statue. We have bigger things to worry about. 
Like how we win again.
I, for one, think that we need to build a 
wall. Where should this wall be, you might 
ask? I’m not completely sure. We will work 
out the details at a later time. Maybe some-
where near the Red River. But that’s not im-
portant. What is important is that this wall is 
going to be huge. No, scratch that; it’s not go-
ing to be huge. It’s going to be yuuuuuuuuge. 
Accordingly, University of Oklahoma 
is going to pay for the wall. I promise you 
this. I really do. Whenever we figure out 
where the wall is going, OU President Da-
vid Boren is going to get the bill. If he re-
fuses the first time, the wall will get higher. 
If he uses a nasty, nasty word, it doubles in 
height. This I can assure. 
Now, some people want to take a different 
approach to making UT Great Again. (Or, 
for that matter, making something else Great 
Again.) Demagogues seek to divide us with 
fear and racial prejudices. Under the guise 
of unity, xenophobia fractures us more than 
anything else.
Some say we need to return to a racist past 
to make us Great Again. Perhaps that would 
be resurrecting the Jefferson Davis statue. 
Perhaps, as Fisher keeps begging, affirmative 
action should be done away with, causing this 
university to become less diverse when the 
state it represents is heading in the opposite 
direction.
The truth is that UT doesn’t need to be 
made Great Again. We never stopped being 
that way. Unity, diversity and a common be-
lief that OU SUCKS is really what we’re about, 
not bigotry disguised as nostalgia. 
Horowitz is a government senior from 
Houston.
In 1845, an erroneous crime went 
unpunished. The Union annexed Texas 
without the permission of its sovereign 
people. What has happened since is an 
unforgivable occupation that has tread-
ed on the lives of innocent Texians. Our 
rights robbed, our properties regulated, 
our guns taken and if this continues—
our liberties. Many Texians cry for a 
revolution to take back our right of in-
dependence and it can be done with the 
help of an old friend: Mexico. Let Mexico 
annex Texas as it once was to beseech us 
of the suffocating oversight of Congress. 
The Republic of Texas once gloriously 
stood against the odds for ten years but 
not without a fight.
Remember the Alamo. Come and Take 
it. Buc-ees. 
Mantras that defined our rebellious na-
ture that we continue to crave to this day. 
What has been lost in history is debts, de-
bates, conventions and drafts. Who will 
be the one to draft the new Texas Declara-
tion of Independence? With the govern-
ment funneling our taxes into the Univer-
sity of Texas, they are purposely funding 
a counterrevolution.
The government’s money is giving pow-
er to the misguided liberals that blindly 
follow Marxism who will combust this 
country. Sadly, these same people domi-
nate the intellectual spectrum of Texas. 
It will only be a repeat of hardworking 
citizens bending to the will of Congress 
if we let them draft the new laws of the 
Republic of Texas!
This can be prevented by going back 
to Mexico. Their government holds little 
control over the actual daily lives of its 
citizens, making it the perfect lawless 
territory where we can recreate the days 
of John Wayne and Davy Crockett. Their 
patriarchal society will actively discour-
age liberals from staying in Texas, and 
they will effectively move out of our 
Republic. This will siphon them while 
we can enjoy a vacation before we take 
on the tedious labor that is required for 
running a country.  
On top of that, Texas already has a win-
ning streak in winning a war against Mex-
ico. Compare those odds to the war on 
Southern heritage with the United States 
and the answer is obvious. 
The Supreme Court has already ruled 
that lawful states have no right to secede 
from the Union after the Civil War. But 
there isn’t any rule against another coun-
try annexing a state and that state seced-
ing from the other country. It’s a loop-
hole to independence all Texians need to 
adopt. Alternatively, Texians could just 
put more effort into researching their 
candidates before voting to be properly 
represented in Washington. Happy April 
Fools’ Day. 
Fernandez is a Spanish and rhetoric and 
writing junior from Allen.
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Republic of Texas shall 
rise once and for all
The race for the Republican presidential 
nomination has produced some concerning 
xenophobic rhetoric. However, when consid-
ering the perspective of the candidates, their 
beliefs and propositions start to make a lot 
more sense. 
In reaction to the tragedy in Brussels, Ted 
Cruz said that law enforcement should “patrol 
and secure” Muslim neighborhoods “before 
they become radicalized.” Aside from raising 
multiple civil concerns, and proposing that law 
enforcement should casually secure 3 million 
people in the country because of their religious 
beliefs, Cruz’s proposal seems like a repeti-
tion of a failed experiment. A program called 
the Demographics Unit, which lasted from 
2003-2014, used officers in everyday clothing 
to monitor conversations and whereabouts of 
people in Muslim-populated areas in New York.
I’m sure you would definitely be able to pre-
dict “Islamism” from spying on a family dining 
at New York Pizzeria struggling with a crying 
baby in arms. Or from a group of Muslim girls 
in head scarves catching up over coffee at Star-
bucks in Times Square. This program was a fail-
ure, and although it took place over a span of 
ten years, it did not lead to a single investigation 
by the NYPD. Unfortunately, Muslims are not 
as interesting as Cruz suspects them to be. 
In fact, Cruz is actually right. Investing in a 
surveillance program again would probably 
introduce law enforcement to biryani, a south 
Asian dish well-known to Muslims that is full 
of the very spices that were so appealing to the 
British. Perhaps driving by neighborhoods with 
a spice detector on hand and an astute sense of 
the smell of food would direct law enforcement 
to suspicious homes. 
Cruz may stumble upon Muslims distribut-
ing clean water to the victims of the Flint Water 
Crisis in so-called “Muslim neighborhoods.” As 
a Muslim myself, I can assure that Muslims are 
definitely worried about their wallets because 
of this proposition. Surveilling mosques means 
that law enforcement will get to witness all sorts 
of absurd parking issues, parents dragging their 
kids to prayer or men arguing about sports.
Interestingly enough, Cruz, who, using the 
phrase “radical Islamic terrorism” at least 10 
times when discussing Muslims, acts like it’s the 
only association he has with this minority group 
of 3 million American citizens. His overly-used 
phrase is just another way of categorizing the 
Muslims he’s afraid are too religious, too cov-
ered and too fresh-off-the-boat from Arabia for 
his liking. I’m sure he gets goosebumps when 
hearing references from one of Disney’s most 
famous films, “Aladdin.”
This is not the first proposition of minority 
surveillance in history. In fact, the very country 
that engages in this sort of surveillance of mi-
nority groups, Cuba, is the same country from 
which Ted Cruz’s father escaped for America. I 
guess he’s a fan of repeating history, even when 
it has lead to the failure of a country’s govern-
ment — though any U.S. Congressman will tell 
you he has a particular talent for that.
According to Pew Research, the state of Texas 
itself has some of the most Muslim-populated 
cities in the country, including Austin, Dallas 
and Houston. Islam has also become the sec-
ond-most-practiced religion in the Lone Star 
State. This evidence should be a wake-up call 
to realize how important it is for surveillance to 
start right here at Halal Bros and Kismet Cafe, 
popular Muslim-owned restaurants right near 
campus where you usually find a variety of stu-
dents just chilling between classes, catching up 
with their peers or simply grabbing food. These 
threats to our liberty must be eliminated.
Saifullah is a nueroscience sophomore from 
Richardson.
By Khadija Saifullah
Daily Texan Senior Columnist 
@coolstorysunao
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Accordingly, University of Okla-
homa is going to pay for the wall. I 
promise you this. I really do. When-
ever we figure out where the wall is 
going, OU President David Boren is 
going to get the bill.
Illustration by Patrick Trinidad | Daily Texan Staff
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[The government’s] money is giving 
power to the misguided liberals 
that blindly follow Marxism who 
will combust this country. … It will 
only be a repeat of hardworking 
citizens bending to the will of Con-
gress if we let them draft the new 
laws of the Republic of Texas!
murals offer a more personal 
alternative to the vinyl prints 
often displayed on storefronts. 
“There’s this sense of nos-
talgia behind a hand-painted 
sign,” Archer said. “It lends a 
lot more credibility to your 
business rather than doing 
the modern approaches with 
vinyl or stickers. I feel like 
everyone, whether they know 
it or not, feels a sense of human 
emotion and attraction to a 
hand-painted sign.” 
A graphic designer and il-
lustrator by trade, Row said his 
free-flowing style naturally lent 
itself to mural work.
“There’s something about 
making a line with a brush,” 
Row said. “It’s almost relaxing 
when you’re up there. It’s kind 
of strenuous — you know, your 
arm gets tired and stuff like 
that. But it’s really cool.”
Show Goat murals are of-
ten Texas-centric, complete 
with cowboy hats and Row’s 
ubiquitous “Dang!” logo. Ar-
cher said the murals pay trib-
ute to the work that has come 
before them. 
“We seem to capture this 
essence of Texas within our 
work,” Archer said. “I feel like 
that translates very well to 
building the culture within 
the town, rather than doing 
something that is completely 
irreverent, that doesn’t neces-
sarily fit Texas ideals. If you’re 
trying to build a certain culture 
within your own community, 
I feel like you want to touch 
upon the elements within the 
culture that have existed al-
ready and build off of that.”
In addition to showcasing 
their own illustrations, Row 
and Archer sometimes enlist 
other local artists to design 
murals, but execute the work 
themselves. In the case of 
George P. Johnson, local art-
ists Mollie Tuggle and Lauren 
Dickens each designed a mu-
ral. Nat Whittstruck, the de-
sign director at the firm, said 
Show Goat’s roots in Austin 
made them a natural choice for 
the job.
“It’s like the A-list of Austin,” 
Whittstruck said. “That’s a big 
thing for me, especially for 
the [employees] who moved 
here, because maybe they 
don’t know Austin that well. 
At least this [mural] can be 
kind of an extension of it, so it’s 
not just totally this corporate 
environment that could ex-
ist just as easily in Milwaukee 
or Chicago.”
Row said the novelty of 
painting murals has yet to 
wear off. 
“Every wall I look at, I want 
to put a mural on,” Row said. 
“There’s no wall that I’m like, 
‘I wouldn’t want to paint that.”
Austin-based author 
Karan Mahajan disengages 
with the typical tale of ter-
rorism and its aftermath in 
“The Association of Small 
Bombs,” reflecting on the 
lifelong trauma of tragedy, 
something popular sensa-
tionalist literature and films 
often neglect.
The novel catapults head-
first into the heart of Delhi, 
India, in 1996, where two 
young boys head to the mar-
ketplace to retrieve their 
father’s television, accom-
panied by their friend Man-
soor Ahmed. Disaster strikes 
when a bomb burns through 
the area and Mansoor help-
lessly witnesses the death of 
his two friends.
Following the devastating 
opening incident, this small 
bomb bleeds through the 
characters’ lives for the du-
ration of the story. Mahajan 
shatters the narrative into 
several perspectives, follow-
ing Mansoor, the parents of 
his deceased friends, and 
the bomb maker. While this 
form of storytelling offers 
the possibility of a multi-
faceted, complex tale of ter-
rorism, its implementation 
isn’t very effective. The con-
stant perspective-shuffling 
inevitably jolts the flow of 
the story and makes it dif-
ficult to identify the novel’s 
central purpose.
Despite this, the story is 
immediately established by 
Mahajan’s masterful prose. 
Lines like “a good bombing 
begins everywhere at once” 
simultaneously illustrate the 
terrifying power of the open-
ing incident and reflect upon 
its eventual impact. This im-
agery, however, is crowded by 
the increasingly complicated 
content of the narrative. 
What begins as beautiful, 
metaphorical writing is later 
dimmed by the overabun-
dance of characters and their 
wearily complex plot lines. 
After the initial aftermath 
of the bomb, the story picks 
up several years later, focus-
ing on the troubled life of 
Mansoor. As a young Mus-
lim living in India, Man-
soor’s struggles illustrate 
the country’s long-standing 
political and social strife be-
tween Hinduism and Islam. 
Mahajan’s writing is unapolo-
getic — he writes both sides 
frankly without depicting ei-
ther as particularly incorrect 
or evil. The dialogue between 
characters features bountiful 
local phrases, which in con-
text stand well on their own 
without need for translation. 
The cultural richness and 
modern-day reflections 
on co-religious struggle in 
“Small Bombs” is arguably 
the novel’s strongest selling 
point. The story also takes 
the opportunity to address 
the impact of 9/11 on the 
lives of Muslims in America. 
Mansoor attends university 
in California shortly before 
the September 11 attacks, and 
the prejudice he is forced to 
endure briefly addresses in-
ternational themes of racism 
and hatred.
The story’s dark tone never 
lifts. From beginning to end, 
all of the characters suffer 
immensely, either physically 
or psychologically — mar-
riages end, children are ne-
glected, nonviolent religious 
men become involved in 
extreme terrorism.  
The perspective of the ter-
rorist is another of the nov-
el’s unapologetic features. 
The narrative briefly offers 
the perspective of the origi-
nal bomb maker Shockie, 
but later the focus turns 
to his influence on a man 
named Ayub who becomes 
a friend of Mansoor and 
provides religious solace for 
him in the depression that 
follows the bomb trauma. 
But after enduring deep 
heartbreak and frustration 
over the ineffectiveness of 
his nonviolent protests, 
Ayub is persuaded into ter-
rorism. The terrorists in the 
novel are not depicted as 
radical Muslims, as popu-
lar tale would have it, but as 
men corrupted by political 
inefficiency and injustice.
Mahajan attempts to 
bridge the gap between 
wild acts of terror and the 
motivation to perpetrate 
these acts. “Small Bombs” 
presents duality on the topic 
of terrorism, often a one-
sided conversation, and ex-
plores the humanity from 
which it originates. The 
world that Mahajan creates 
is painfully dark and a fatalist 
reflection on mankind. 
Challenging the sensa-
tionalism that surrounds 
the way we react to acts of 
terrorism, Mahajan decon-
structs this narrative by 
illustrating the permanence 
of even small acts of 
terror. The subject alone is 
almost enough to compen-
sate for the overcongested 
narrative, but the erratic 
prose makes it a story of 
purposeless misery. 
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870 Medical
Donors average $150 per specimen.
Apply on-line
www.123Donate.com
Seeks College-Educated Men
18–39 to Participate in a
Six-Month Donor Program
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NOW LEASING WEST CAMPUS! 
Studios starting at $950 and 
1-1’s starting at $1,150. 
Pre-leasing for summer/fall 
move-ins. 
Located at: 
Diplomat - 1911 San Gabriel
Red Oak - 2104 San Gabriel
Envoy - 2108 San Gabriel
Barranca Square - 910 W. 26th
Rio Grande Square - 2800 Rio 
Grande
Montage - 2812 Rio Grande
Call us direct at (512) 499-8013 
or visit us at 
www.wsgaustin.com 
NOW LEASING HYDE PARK! 
Studios starting at $875 and 
1-1’s starting at $950. 
Now pre-leasing for summer/
fall move-ins. Located at: 
Melroy - 3408 Speedway
Le Marquee - 302 W. 38th St
Monticello - 306 W. 38th St
Call us direct at (512) 499-8013 
or visit us at 
www.wsgaustin.com 
512-499-8013 
766 Recruitment
BABYSITTERS WANTED! 
Fairy Godsitters is Hiring! Look-
ing for experienced babysitters 
for families, events, churches 
and hotels. Great way to make 
extra income with flexible 
hours. For more information on 
how to apply please contact us 
at info@fairygodsitters.com. 
RECYCLE
burntx.com
twitter: @burnt_x
fb: /burntx 
snapchat: burnt_x
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BOOK REVIEW | ‘THE ASSOCIATION OF SMALL BOMBS’
‘Small Bombs’ challenges tragedy sensationalism
By Anna McCreary
@annamccreary
MURAL
continues from page 8
Courtesy of 
Viking
Austin-based 
author Karan 
Mahajan  
challenges 
typical tragedy 
sensationalism 
with his  
novel, “The  
Association of 
Small Bombs.” 
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The Masters Tournament 
may be next week, but first Au-
gusta, Georgia, will welcome 16 
college golf teams this weekend 
for the 3M Augusta Invitational 
at the Forest Hills Golf Club.
Texas enters the tourna-
ment ranked No. 1 for the 
first time this season, hav-
ing won four of its last five 
tournaments. It’s the second 
to last event on the schedule 
before the Longhorns head 
to Trinity, Texas, for the Big 
12 Championship.
Head coach John Fields says 
he’s looking for his team to get 
to a “100 percent talent level” 
heading into the postseason.
“If we’re able to approach 
that — I don’t know if you 
ever quite get to it — but if 
we get to where they’re play-
ing at their talent level, we’ll 
be a very good team and we’ll 
be hard to beat,” said Fields, 
who saw his team pick up its 
fourth win of the season last 
week at the Valspar Collegiate 
in Florida.
The Augusta Invitational 
will host three other ranked 
teams, including No. 2 Illi-
nois, No. 3 Georgia and No. 
14 South Florida. Rounds 
one and two will be played 
on Saturday with round 
three concluding on Sunday.
The Longhorns are no 
strangers to success at the 
Augusta Invitational. Texas 
won this tournament back-
to-back in 2012 and 2013. 
Former Longhorn and 12-
time PGA Tour winner Justin 
Leonard won the individual 
title in 1992.
The Texas starting lineup 
includes sophomore Doug 
Ghim, junior Beau Hossler, 
junior Gavin Hall, sophomore 
Scottie Scheffler and redshirt 
sophomore Taylor Funk.
“I’m hoping that we do finally 
hit that point where we’re 100 
percent healthy,” Fields said. 
“Where we hit that point where 
a lot of the practice and desire 
helps us reach our goals.”
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BASEBALL
Clemens thrives after position change
Kody Clemens had finally 
settled in. 
The freshman entered head 
coach Augie Garrido’s pro-
gram in the fall with a roster 
spot, but no position. After 
shuffling throughout the in-
field in fall practice — taking 
pit stops at second base, short-
stop and third base — Clem-
ens was penciled in as Gar-
rido’s everyday third baseman 
to start the year.
Clemens scuffled at the 
hot corner at the beginning 
of the season with two errors 
in his first three games. But 
as the Longhorns’ defense de-
teriorated throughout their 
nonconference slate, Clemens 
trended in the opposite direc-
tion. Showing increased range 
and a cannon arm, Clemens 
became a stalwart at third.
“It took some getting 
used to, but I kept working 
hard,” Clemens said of play-
ing third base. “Staying after 
practice and taking those ex-
tra ground balls really helped 
my progression.”
But Texas dropped five of 
six contests in mid-March. 
The Longhorns’ porous de-
fense plagued them through-
out, hampering a team hoping 
to repeat as Big 12 champions.
Garrido needed to make 
a change. And just as he was 
getting comfortable at third, 
Clemens was on the move. 
The two spoke about mov-
ing Clemens to shortstop, but 
were reluctant about moving 
him midway through the year.
“He had put in significant 
time at third,” Garrido said. 
“But he’s played with a lot more 
confidence at short. He’s pro-
vided us with good range and 
consistency on the plays you’d 
expect a shortstop to make.”
After some deliberation, a 
decision was made. Clemens 
moved to shortstop, replac-
ing redshirt sophomore Brett 
Boswell who moved to DH.
The switch came naturally 
for Clemens. Occupying the 
middle infield is far from 
foreign territory, as Clemens 
played shortstop throughout 
his time at Memorial High 
School in Houston.
“It’s not that big of a transi-
tion,” Clemens said. “I played 
shortstop in high school, and I 
feel confident there. I was learn-
ing a lot at third, but everything 
feels more natural now.”
Clemens was replaced at 
third by junior Tres Barrera, 
and his double play partner 
junior Zane Gurwitz came 
to second from center field. 
Garrido’s reshuffled infield 
surrounded Clemens with 
three juniors, all veterans of 
the Longhorns program.
Despite his own lack of ex-
perience, Clemens has fit right 
in. Constant chatter can be 
heard in the Longhorns’ in-
field, with much of it coming 
from Clemens. 
“He’s right there with them, 
because he’s a baseball player,” 
Garrido said. “There’s so many 
discussions you can have in an 
infield before the pitch, and 
he’s in every one of them.”
Clemens has no errors 
en route to a perfect field-
ing percentage through five 
games at shortstop entering 
this weekend’s series with 
Oklahoma. For the second 
time this season, it looks as 
though Clemens has finally 
settled in.
By Michael Shapiro
@mshap2
TRACK & FIELD
Day two of the Texas Re-
lays started with the final 
events of the men’s decath-
lon and women’s heptathlon. 
Sophomore Ashtin Zamzow 
finished fourth overall with 
5,829 points after setting a 
new personal record in long 
jump of 5.73 meters. 
Freshman Reese Thomp-
son also finished fourth in the 
men’s decathlon with 7,136 
points. His 14.66 second per-
formance in the 110 hurdles 
and 4.80 meter vault carried 
his way to victory amongst 
other strong finishes.
In the 400 hurdles, No. 1 Ar-
iel Jones was announced as the 
top competitor in the nation. 
“I’m taking advantage of 
that,” Jones said, “I want to 
keep that title as long as I can.”
Jones finished with the 
top time in the preliminar-
ies at 56.91 seconds, with 
her closest competitor Kiana 
Hawn from Baylor sitting 
at 57.48 seconds. Jones will 
advance to the final rounds 
on Saturday and participate 
in the 4x400 relay tomorrow.
No. 2 Byron Robinson 
sprinted far past the competi-
tion to start the race, but took 
a bad fall on the last straight 
of the 400 hurdles, and didn’t 
advance to the final.
“I was just chopping my 
steps,” Robinson said,  “I was 
running too much to the 
hurdles. Instead of switching 
my legs, I tried to chop it in 
and reach for it.”
Robinson could redeem 
his performance in the 400 
hurdles tomorrow morning. 
Texas had a strong 
showing in the Men’s Pole 
Vault Collegiate C Divi-
sion. Freshman Blake Scott 
cleared 5.21 meters on his 
first attempt, then 5.31 me-
ters on his second attempt, 
which set him apart from 
the third place competitor, 
Brandon Bray from Texas 
Tech. Brad Johnson from 
Virginia Tech cleared 5.31 
meters on his first attempt, 
sealing the gold.
“It’s a dream come true to 
come back to Texas Relays 
after high school and com-
pete for the home team.” 
Scott said. 
Ending the night was 
Olympic silver medalist and 
former Longhorn, Leo Manz-
ano, running his first 800 me-
ter race of his outdoor season. 
Although he didn’t get the 
performance he had hoped 
for, he said the Texas Relays is 
a special competition. 
“This is a family event,” 
Manzano said, “I brought 
Max, my son, and he loves it. 
I hope everybody will get to 
experience it.”
Rachel Zein | Daily Texan Staff
Freshman Blake Scott took second place the men’s pole vault at day two of the Texas 
Relays on Thursday. The competiton will continue this weekend. 
By Leah Vann
@Vanntastic_Leah
MEN’S TENNIS
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NBA
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TODAY IN  
HISTORY
1996
Kentucky beat 
Syracuse 76-67 
in the 58th NCAA 
Men’s Basketball 
Championship. 
I’m not going 
anywhere.
Kai Locksley
@LOCKSn-
LOADED_3
TOP TWEET
Texas home-
stand contin-
ues with dou-
ble header
Decathalon highlights day two of relays
Gabriel Lopez | Daily Texan Staff
Freshman shortstop Kody Clemens takes a swing at the ball. Clemens began the season at third base but has since moved to 
shortstop. He has no errors in five games at shortstop. 
Longhorns set for 3M Augusta Invitational
By Trenton Daeschner
@TrentDaeschner
Taylor Funk
Sophomore
The Longhorns continue 
their five-match home stand 
Saturday with a day-night 
doubleheader against UTSA 
at the Polo Tennis Club to 
close out nonconference play.
No. 21 Texas is now 13-6 
for the season after defeating 
Tulsa and Incarnate Word 
last weekend.
“We’re getting into April 
and May now so let’s hope 
that we can play our best 
tennis now at the end of 
the season,” head coach Mi-
chael Center said after last 
weekend’s match.
Texas has now won nine of 
their last ten matches, with 
four of those wins coming 
against teams ranked 30th 
or higher in the Oracle/ITA 
Collegiate Tennis Rankings.
Freshman Harrison Scott 
has won six of his last eight 
singles matches with two 
of those wins coming over 
ranked opponents and 
is up to No. 113 in the 
ITA rankings.
Redshirt freshman Julian 
Zlobinsky earned two more 
wins last weekend giving him 
a 10-3 record. Sophomore 
Adrian Ortiz is currently 
11-3 for the season after de-
feating Tulsa senior Carlos 
Bautista, 6-4, 7-6. 
Senior Michael Riech-
mann and sophomore Adri-
an Ortiz are featured at No. 
61 in the latest ITA doubles 
rankings. The duo is 8–7 this 
season in dual match play.
Match play will begin at 3 
p.m. and 6 p.m. on Saturday 
at the Polo Tennis Club.
By Alana Kaufman
@akauf810
Harrison Scott  
Freshman
Longhorns host 
BYU this weekend
The Longhorns will 
look to keep up the mo-
mentum from their win 
Wednesday night when 
they host Brigham Young 
University in the three-
game series this weekend.
Junior pitcher Ti-
arra Davis rebounded 
Wednesday night after a 
rough weekend at Baylor. 
In 12.1 innings against the 
Bears, Davis gave up nine 
runs and threw two wild 
pitches. But she bounced 
back with just two runs 
given up and four strike-
outs in a complete game 
win against Texas State.
The Longhorns will 
be without the services 
of freshman Christina 
Bardwell, who was sus-
pended indefinitely 
Thursday for a violation 
of team rules. Bardwell 
was hitting .289 and had 
eight RBIs in 22 games 
this season.
Texas, however, won’t 
likely miss her presence 
on the field. Senior center 
fielder Lindsey Stephens 
leads the team with .419 
batting average, nine dou-
bles, six home runs and 
23 RBIs.
BYU comes into the 
weekend with a 19-12 re-
cord and is led by junior 
second baseman Lau-
ren Bell and freshman 
catcher Libby Sugg. Bell 
is currently hitting .412, 
while Sugg has hit 14 
home runs and brought 
in 31 runs.
The Cougars, however, 
struggle in the circle. Ju-
nior pitcher McKenna 
Bull holds a 3.31 ERA 
and a .256 opponent’s 
batting average.
Game one of the series 
starts Friday at 5 p.m. 
while Saturday’s double-
header will start at 6 p.m.
—Jacob Martella
SPORTS 
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I was just chopping my 
steps. I was running too 
much to the hurdles. 
Instead of switching my 
legs, I tried to chop it in 
and reach for it.
—Byron Robinson, 
Sprinter
In Spanish, “chulita” 
means beautiful or sweet. 
But when girls refer to them-
selves as “chulitas,” the word 
becomes empowering and 
confident — like Beyoncé 
calling herself “flawless.”
 The Chulita Vinyl Club, 
an all-girl, vinyl-spinning DJ 
collective, is full of confident 
women. The Austin-based 
group has 12 members who 
play shows in San Antonio, 
Austin, the Rio Grande Val-
ley and California. Claudia 
Saenz, who founded the 
group in 2013, said their mis-
sion is to empower women 
through music, an art form 
typically dominated by men.
“The stereotype threat ex-
ists in the fact that, if there is 
something like a DJ scene, 
[and] I don’t see girls doing 
that, I feel like I don’t belong 
there,” Saenz said. “I con-
stantly live in that. We should 
break those barriers — even 
though we [sometimes] don’t 
realize they’re there.”
UT alumna Maribel Falcón 
joined the group in February 
and said the club is a creative 
way for women to gather 
together, create a space for 
themselves in the DJ com-
munity and feel comfortable.
“By organizing ourselves, 
we’re able to have a voice,” 
Falcón said. “Music is an 
opportunity for girls that 
are more shy or quiet to 
blossom, step forward and 
feel empowered.”
The Chulita Vinyl Club 
has performed at bars, mu-
sic venues and art galleries. 
Depending on the venue, the 
DJs can spin anything from 
punk and rock records to Te-
jano oldies or jazz.
Phanie Diaz, who joined 
in 2013, said she sees her 
performances as “tune se-
lecting” and enjoys creat-
ing an environment where 
people can appreciate mu-
sic, dance and connect with 
each other. Diaz said she was 
nervous the first few times 
she performed, even though 
she plays drums for two 
bands, because she wasn’t 
used to sharing her personal 
music collection.
“You listen to what you 
like in your bedroom, [and] 
no one’s judging you,” Diaz 
said. “[Performing] in front 
of people is almost like let-
ting people into your bed-
room. You don’t want people 
to judge you, but at the same 
time, you don’t know who 
[will] enjoy it.”
The girls spin and share 
their own personal record 
collections. Alyssa Bunting, 
who has watched The Chu-
lita Vinyl Club perform since 
its origin in 2013, became a 
member two weeks ago.
Along with playing the 
records, Bunting said hunt-
ing them down is just as fun. 
Once, she found The Beatles 
album, Rubber Soul, in a $1 
bin and a Frank Sinatra re-
cord at a flea market in Paris. 
In one record, she found a 
love note signed and dated 
in 1984.
  She said what makes vi-
nyl records special is that 
they each have their own 
story and background. 
 “It’s a connection to the 
past,” Bunting said. “It re-
minds me of my family. 
And it’s true what they say 
— things do sound better on 
vinyl for the most part.”
 Last week, the Chulita 
Vinyl Club opened for Flaco 
Jiménez, a Grammy-winning 
Tejano accordionist. It was 
Bunting’s first performance 
with the group. Saenz, who 
helped Bunting prepare, said 
watching first-timers spin vi-
nyl is the most rewarding part 
of her experience because it 
is often something the DJs 
never thought they could do.
 This month, Saenz will 
perform as the guest DJ at a 
Selena Tribute in San Anto-
nio. Next week, the Chulita 
Vinyl Club will be the only 
female DJ group to perform 
at the Maverick Music Fes-
tival in San Antonio, which 
is headlined by The Flaming 
Lips. Saenz said she sees this 
as a breakthrough and hopes 
to have similar shows in 
the future.
 “Now, we get to be a part 
of [the DJ] community, when 
we normally wouldn’t have 
been invited,” Saenz said. 
“That’s the beautiful part 
about it. They could have 
easily asked any other guy 
DJ, but they asked us.”
The north Austin offices of 
George P. Johnson marketing 
firm are nearly indistinguish-
able from the rest of the drab, 
gray buildings that dot the 
area. But inside, employees 
work amid expansive murals 
that depict Austin culture in 
dazzling color. 
The murals are the prod-
ucts of Show Goat Mural 
Works, a visual arts com-
pany that works with lo-
cal businesses to produce 
hand-painted murals and sig-
nage. Artists Josh Row and UT 
alumnus Jason Archer found-
ed the company in 2011 after 
working together on a mural 
for Frank Public Art, the brick 
wall on Colorado Street that 
features a mural from a new 
artist every month. As murals 
gained popularity in Austin, 
their business grew, and to-
day a map of their work forms 
an elaborate scavenger hunt 
throughout the city. 
“I feel like we sort of 
pioneered the most recent 
movement in the mural work 
here with Frank Public Art,” 
Archer said. “That’s where 
it started. We built a cer-
tain amount of momentum 
around that, and sort of went 
from there.” 
Together, Row and Archer 
handle every aspect of any 
new mural, including plan-
ning the project, tracing out 
the design using a projector 
and painting everything by 
hand, usually in the span of a 
couple of days. Archer, who 
curates Frank Public Art, said 
For much of the 20th cen-
tury, traces of country singer 
Hank Williams appeared in 
the melodies of his musical 
successors. Despite this lega-
cy, in “I Saw the Light,” writer 
and director Marc Abraham 
fails to recognize the impact 
of his career shoving it into 
the background of his ulti-
mately underdeveloped film.
Set in 1940s America, “I 
Saw the Light” touches upon 
the turmoils that plagued 
Hank Williams’ short-lived 
career. Starring Tom Hid-
dleston and Elizabeth Olson, 
the biopic invites viewers to 
observe Williams’ rise to fame 
and untimely demise, utiliz-
ing his struggles with alcohol-
ism, infidelity and drug use to 
drive the chaotic narrative. 
The onset of unemployment 
and broken family bonds be-
come the center of Abraham’s 
film, situating viewers in the 
woes of Williams’ private life 
while touching base on their 
ties to his music. The events 
that transpire signify the tur-
bulence of a complex double 
life — one that is revered by 
the public and detested by 
loved ones.
From the outset, Tom 
Hiddleston excels as the si-
multaneously charming and 
troubled Williams, fitting into 
his shoes with the fluidity of 
a veteran actor. Unlike the 
two-dimensional protago-
nists that have grown typical 
of “birth to grave” biopics, 
Williams is multifaceted and 
brimming with nuances that 
demonstrate Hiddleston’s 
deep understanding of the 
role. Williams’ counterpart, 
Audrey Sheppard (Elizabeth 
Olson), is likewise layered 
with a multitude of emotions 
that are well-constructed 
and powerfully conveyed. 
The presence of both forces 
creates a unique chemistry 
that, though weighed down 
by unnecessary dialogue, is 
drenched with substance and 
executed seamlessly.
However commendable 
the film’s performances may 
be, they fail to redeem the 
biopic from being a narrative 
without clear structure. De-
spite Abraham’s intention to 
focus on Williams’ personal 
life, he seldom acknowl-
edges his success as an artist 
or impact on country music, 
imbuing the story with an un-
healthy excess of private mo-
ments. The resulting narra-
tive is burdened by a surplus 
of insignificant sequences, 
many of which are far too 
dramatic to do Williams and 
Sheppard justice. The pres-
ence of insignificant tangents 
over the film’s two-hour du-
ration leaves viewers bored, 
undermining its potential 
for excellence.
“I Saw the Light” is fur-
ther weighed down by its 
lack of substantial develop-
ment, primarily in regard to 
its characters and sequences. 
Though Hiddleston and Ol-
son skillfully portray Wil-
liams and Sheppard, the 
screenplay fails to provide 
them — or their relation-
ship — with the growth they 
deserve. Even important sup-
porting characters fall victim 
to minimal enrichment, hin-
dering the dynamic between 
them, Williams and Sheppard 
and thereby deterring crucial 
points in the film. The area in 
greatest need of development 
is the story itself, which, as a 
result of Abraham’s unclear 
narrative structure, succumbs 
to incomplete or unfulfilled 
developments, insignificant 
asides and an absence of 
narrative focus.
The sum of structural flaws 
and underdevelopment is a 
biopic that, despite deserving 
merit for its performances, 
fails to provide viewers with 
the entertainment it prom-
ises. “I Saw the Light,” unique 
as its perspective may be, 
is hampered by its aimless 
venture into the personal 
life of a troubled celebrity. 
More importantly, it serves 
as a disservice to country 
singer Hank Williams, whose 
legacy in music possesses 
far more worth than the 
biopic suggests.
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Tom Hiddleston delivers a knockout performance in an otherwise mediocre biopic by Marc Abraham.
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